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intercourse between natives of Europe and natives
of India, as to which it has to be decided first of all
whether it is possible, and next whether it is desirable,
that both should meet upon equal terms. Obviously
it is desirable that the most friendly relations should
exist, but is it likely that efforts to bring about reci-
procity of social intercourse between peoples, who
differ entirely in creed, colour, and custom, will be
successful ? The slightest effort on the part of the
Englishman to penetrate into the women's quarters
of the Mahomedan, or even of the Hindu, except
upon the Malabar coast, would at once lead to a
complete rupture of friendly relations. It is often
argued that the Hindu and Mahomedan are to
blame for not allowing reciprocity of intercourse in
regard to the females of their respective families,
but it is difficult to understand why this charge
should be made.

In the case of a European it is his custom to
introduce his friends to his wife. He would not be
supposed to have met them in a friendly spirit if
circumstances brought his women into potential con-
tact with them, and wife and daughter held aloof.
But there is no such feeling on the part of the
Hindu or Mahomedan. He does not introduce
his friends of his own colour, creed, and caste
into his harem or zenana, and how, therefore, could
it be expected of him that he should introduce men
of an alien race to the annoyance of his own women,